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The Background 
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Wisconsin has a varied group of people. People of “arte SRT OE 
é represented. Germens, French, English, Irish, Swiss, Norwegians, Swedes, 

les, Dutch, Bohemians, Croatians, end others combine to make up the population 

| this great dairy State. For the most part, they are a thrifty people. For 
ample, the making over of old garments was not a project which developed be- 
ause of Yorld Jar II. Wisconsin women had always used their materials repeated- 
r end made over the clothing of adults for the children or for themselves. Many 
omemekers knew how to refoot stockings, how to meke good, warm home-made mittens, 
ow Be CORY, suits, and the like. 

‘When our country was thrust into World Var II, the women said, "hat can we 
ito, help?" The answer was, "Keep right on doing what you've always done, only 

0 a better and bigger job." . | 


Soon the labor situation changed on the farm. Young men were drafted into 
@ military services. Food was needed for the armed forces and for Lend-Lease. 
increase the crop acreage, women had to help in the field as well as in the 
Time became a vital factor. Jobs within the home had to be done in the 
ist possible time. Short cuts in sewing were requested. 


The shopping situation changed. There was a shortage of materials. What did 
ppear on the shelves and counters was of inferior cuality. Some materials that 
ere considered staples disappeared entirely or were sold at.such high prices that 
women would not buy them. This was not only true in yard goods but of ready 
wear garments. Only a short time elapsed before the women said, "Our old 
erials are so much better than those we can buy, we had better do all we can 
ave them." 


‘This situation fitted right in with the war program of (1) using what they 
on hand, (2) taking better care of what ‘they had, and (3) buying only when a 
need arose. 


“Repair of clothing was suggested as oné of the projects that would meet the 
d.aforementioned. Immediately, the women replied, "What can we learn about 
pe: darning, and mending? ‘We've done this all our life." 


One of a series of case histories prepared for use in the Conference To 

Outline the Contribution of Extension Methods and Technicues Toward the 

_ Rehabilitation of War-torn Countries, held in Washington, D. C., September 

19 to 22, 1944. Extension Service and Office of Foreign Aerkeul eral 
a oon. 


“mnelyzing ie Situation 


The extension clothing evsetulians ‘felt that if the w omen were ere inform 
ed as to what was included in the subject of repair, they would soon change their 
Minds with regard to its helpfulness. Some way had to be planned to acquaint the — 
women with new subject-matter material and with methods of teaching it to others. ‘ 


Another problem that had to be considered was whether public-school home- 
economics teachers, vocational teachers, farm-security workers, and others in the 
instructional field, needed a review of good repair methods. For the best re-_ | 
sults, all groups had to work together and give similar subject maine: ag, 

The extension group had its organization in every county. No esinipaaee waselal 
needed to reach the women. Large numbers of them belonged to home demonstration — es 
groups- Members were always encouraged to reach those who were outside of the | 
group. However, leaders selected by these various groups had to be. trained. ORR. | 
eee srneee leaders were available in areas reo reached by groups. | fo SB 

es PO6HROe | 

Three steps then were necessary: (1) To ainund it women with subjert: matter:t 
be included, (2) To give instructors in all teaching groups the opportunity to ‘ber 
brought up-to-date on subject of repair, and (3) To train leaders to take in- © 
formation back to organized women's groups so Wet they in turn would take it tol 
every eo, aah 


Piahning and Garzyin ng- Out the Bienes ; ae "4 


Extension clothing Specialists from every State in the Union mer receivedsicg | 
excellent guidance and help from the Federal office, through regional conferences: 
This came in the month of August. ne YE, oe 

: o U2 

By the time schools opened end teachers were back on oak the. two clothing > 
specialists, in cooperation with the resident clothing staff of the University of 
Wisconsin and the Clothing and Textile Committee of the State Home-Hconomics 
Association, were ready to sponsor a l-day conference. This was in October. 
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Arousing interest of teachers. 7 tsosteg 


Delegates representing extension; farm security; public, vocational, and eK 
parochial schools; and state colleges came from practically every section of the 
State. The northwestern section was not represented because of the long distance — 
to travel, but arrengements were made to reach this section at a later date. With 
the exception of the vocational group, teachers paid their own expenses. At 
this conference the clothing situation was discussed. An exhibit of many types .0f 
repair possible was on display. Many were denonstreted. Those who attended were) 
most enthusiastic and said they had received more practical help in aE one days 
than in any convention they had attended. : 4 
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Acquainting sm ea with sublet. matter. aS : ete a es ion a 


Visconsin was fortunate. Aasietlsy a pare? ‘aaa Home qeaks was hela ; at ae 
University of Wisconsin located at Madison. This year, eight a eeleesgre Farm ond 
Home Teeks were oie ae in’ Eeey of the one eae cue’ meeting. a 


Then can we. get nelp an “this | in ar at 
Interest of teachers in fields, even outside. extension, 
had been Bhotaedrin. tig important subject, and women were. shown that repair. 
ant ‘more: than. A lg a. Bake : 


atnine leaders. 


To taxe care of the demands for help from the homemakers, and since that the 
home demonstration agents would have the major part of this load, district con- 
aaa were apap for Rdegese: hone rece vey At this: eae ‘the home agent sereneryy 


Instruction in the county was given through project leaders. Hach home 


leaders would not have to travel too great a distance, and the number of project 
leaders would not be too large (12 to 24). In meny counties, home agents end 


_ Gwo types of repair stood out as being very usable. These were the quick 
patch made by machine and retreafding. When feasible, these were given to 
neighborhood leaders who in turn reached persons in their respective communities. 
Ina few cases both men and women, neighborhood leaders, were instructed. 

Many suggestions given in repair were carried over into other phases of the 
clothing project such as made-overs. 


Results 


; The coverage of the State with this particular viece of work was not 100 
percent, but was excellent. Everyone seemed to be talking about repair. Even 
newspapers carried editorials on this project. 


Again and again mothers retorted time and money saved by repairing an old 
oie narher than buying a new one al AA a wellbagc din cuality and at high price, - 


Iowa County reported, "These heeahs te contributed to better family demas 
by giving those who do a poor job of mending a little inspiration to do better 
one, a lift in helping others to learn the ‘how! of mending «nd by ge the 
entire femily the satisfaction of wearing good-looking mended garments.'! 


s Fond du Lac County women reported, "We can put ‘about five patches on, over- 
‘alls in the time we used to spend making one patch by hand, and our husbands and 
‘sons don't mind wearing the patched garment now that the patches are incon- 


a definite need for alt ponenaeesar 
overalls hard to obtain and very expensive, we farn coned Atco the « 
Most of us have from hee to he pairs in gis wash hdr al woes 


‘patch. 


Outagamie County leaders Uno sted: Ne rare usually. done. a . fairly gooe a. 
garments that had been qa aside as 
repair methods." 
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By the end of this fisca al year atte 
iss ve hed instruction i 


total of @ counties instructed. 
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